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Standing Strong Together

Dear pupils, parents/guardians, tea-
chers and interested parties, 

Parents/guardians, teachers, and tutors 
contribute to the development of  the 
brains of  young people. We provide 
them with knowledge and experience. 
That is why at the Bridge HDT we 
think it is important that the adults in 
the lives of  our pupils work together. 
The parents/guardians and teachers of  
our pupils provide us with important 
insights which allow us to help our pu-
pils better. By working together, we get 
further!   

At the Bridge HDT Haarlem VO we 
work with a triangle relationship in 
which the corners of  the triangle re-
present parent-pupil-tutor. Tutors have 
contact with the parents/guardians of  
their pupils every two week by phone 
so that a bond forms between the pa-
rents/guardians and the tutors. During 
these phone conversations, tutors tell 
parents/guardians what they have been 
working on with the pupils and how 
the pupils have been in the HDT les-
sons. The conversations are reciprocal 
so that tutors learn from parents/guar-
dians because they know their own 
child best! Parents/guardians can help 
by giving information and tips. What 
are the pupils busy with in their daily 
lives? What makes them happy? What 
motivates them? With this information 
we can help pupils achieve their goals 
better. And it is always good to keep 
each other up to date with develop-
ments and good news! How parents/
guardians and pupils experience this 
contact you can read in this newsletter! 

In normal circumstances we organise 
lesson visits during which parents/gu-
ardians come to school to see a HDT 
lesson. Because of  current corona rules 
it has unfortunately not been possible 
to invite parents/guardians to come to 

the school. This is why we invited pa-
rents/guardians to watch a lesson digi-
tally! In the last couple of  weeks nu-
merous parents/guardians have wat-
ched our HDT lessons. I want to thank 
all parents/guardians for their (digital) 
presence.  

On top of  having contact with pa-
rents/guardians, we also have contact 
with the mentors of  the pupils. During 
the year we have three planned mee-
tings with the mentors. The first takes 
place before we start with the HDT-
lessons so that we have the informati-
on we need about the pupils. The other 
two meetings are in the middle of  the 
HDT year and at the end of  the HDT 
year. During these meetings we give 
mentors a summary of  what we’ve 
done with the pupils, in what each pu-
pil has grown, what each pupil finds 
difficult, and what we’ve noticed about 
each pupil.  In between these meetings, 
we have other contact moments with 
mentors and other teachers at the 
school to ask questions and exchange 
information. 

I would like to thank you all for your 
involvement and for working together 
with us to make this first half  of  our 
Bridge HDT year at the Haarlem Col-
lege a success. Together we are stron-
ger than alone! 

On behalf  of  the whole team, 

Joosje Slot,  

Site Director Bridge HDT Haarlem 
VO  

How does this pyramid 
look from above?
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Frequently Asked Questions 
1. Why do parents/guardians get involved with the Bridge HDT-project? 

The most important reason is that we believe that parents/guardians know their child best. Good cooperation 
with parents/guardians therefore makes it possible to get the best out of  the pupils, not only in maths but also 
with respect to motivation, working attitude and self-confidence. Bridge HDT can also be a link between the 
school and parents/guardians because teachers often do not have the time to have a lot of  contact with parents/
guardians.  

2. Why does the Bridge HDT have parent-contact every two weeks?  
We think it is important to bond with not only the pupils but also their parents/guardians. This way the pupils see 
that their tutor cares about them and knows something about their life outside of  school. By calling every two 
weeks, the tutor can tell parents/guardians many positive things about their children because we do not only call 
when there is bad news. Generally, parents/guardians appreciate being kept up to date and like that it is recipro-
cal: tutors also ask parents/guardians how things are at home and ask for advice from parents/guardians so that 
they can help their pupils even better.  

3. What can I as parent/guardian do to support my child with maths?  
The pupils do not get homework from their tutors because they already get more than two hours extra maths in 
the lessons. Parents/guardians can support their children by asking them about the HDT lessons and encoura-
ging them to, for example, show them what they have learned. Apart from that they can encourage their children 
to practice maths in other contexts such as paying in a shop, asking them the time, or measuring amounts for 
cooking. 

Experience of  parent-contact by parents/guardians 

Q uotes from pupils about 
HDT 

“I 
don’t think  

maths is boring  
anymore and 

time flies.” “Math can be 
quite easy with good 

explanations.” 

“They even help you with 
really small things.”

“It’s ok to 
make mistakes.”

“I understand 
things better than I 

thought.”

“I like knowing that, if there is something 
to report, I hear about it quickly.”

“It is good to get an 
update every two 
weeks.”

Experience of  parent-contact by pupils 

“I really like that we notice the same 
things in my daughter.”

“I like that you call then my mo-
ther knows what is happening.”

“You do that? I don’t mind.”

“Quite handy. Then my 
parents hear about the 
lessons from you and 
not only from me.”

“Fine, (because of this) I only hear 
good things.”


